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OUT OF THE ORDiNARY
Queer Growths Exhibited in

ihr» Rn+anir RarHpnc
VI I V/ WViUillV WUI MUII«»

"ALL-NIGHT SALOON" PLANT
»

Moths That Debauch and Drink Themselves
to Death.

NOTED MOTHER-IN-LAW BUSH

"Lager Beer" Shrub and Other Btftan-

ic Freaks.Intemperance of

Bag Family.

T*ncle Sam has a colVctlon of queer plants
1n his botanic gardens In this <?lty. These
Hardens, inclosed by a *.gh iron fence, are

bounded by 1st and ad streets northwest.
Pennsylvania and Maryland avenues. In
the hothouses. great and small, can be
found growths from every country and
every clime under the sun. There are bananapalms from the tropics, bearing clustersof fruit, the chocolate plant, delicate
ferns and a great variety of growths from
practically everywhere.
But attention has been particularly directedto the oddities of botany to be found

in the gardens by the recent exploitation by
the press of this country of a bush which
has been designated "the weather plant."
It has been described as being extremely
sensitive, and, it is said, foretells the approachof rain, snow, high winds and other
stormy conditions. It Is also claimed for
the "weather plant" that It is a sort of
natural seismograph, and gives warning
several weeks In #lvance of the approach
of earthquake shocks. It is. further related
that a scientist has brought a number of
the odd growths to San Francisco with the
view of operating rival weather stations in
opposition to those conducted by tiie bu
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QUEER PLANTS AT THE GOVEI
(Photos.by Stat!

reau over which Prof. Willis L. Moore presides.
Many Real Wonders.

Be these claims for the weather plant
true or not. a Star reporter found a number

Ioi r>'a I wunucl H in liie wonu ui uuuny uurInghis visit yesterday to the government
botanic gardens at the base of Capitol Hill.
Accompanied by Superintendent W. R.
Smith, whose fame as a botanist Is lnternaitional. the reporter Inspected a number of
the queerest of queer plants, some of which
were almost uncanny. These oddities were

found in the great hothouse, the passage
i through which was suggestive of a quick
trip through the sunny tropics, with atf the
i-irtstinno nf tpmwratlire from Florida to
Brazil. Giant cactus and palms reared
their heads on every side, and there wa» a

perfe t labyrinth of other southern growths,
including an almost endless variety of ferns.
"That tree over yonder," Superintendent

Smith said, pointing to a picturesque-lookingdwarf tree, with a brown trunk and
boughs resembling outstretched arms, "is
known as 'the puzzle monkey.' "

Closer inspection showed that the trunk
of the tree and Its lower branches were

protected by a thick growth of porcupinelikequills, with pcints as sharp as needles.
Mr. Smith explained that the "puzzle mon-
key trees grow to a great height ana
tear a bright-hued and most fragrant fruit.
The natives in the tropical countries where
the trees abound secure the luscious fruit
by hurling projectiles at the boughs and
causing the fruit to fall to the ground. The
imitative monkeys, being unable to climb
into the trees because of the sharp thorns,
endeavor to secure the tempting trult by
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following the example of the natives and
hurling stones Into the foliage overhead.

Are Poor Marksmen.
"But." Mr. Smith added, "the chattering

animals are poor marksmen and seldom securethe fruit'whlch Is hanging »o temptinglyoverhead. The whole thing Is a sore

puzzle to the monkqps, hence the name

'puzzle monkey' that has been given the
tall trees."
The "all-night saloon" is one of the most

.interesting oddities among the freak plants
at the government botanic garden. It Is
related that when Mr. Smith was in Floridabotanizing with Mr. Amos Cumxnings,
and while toeing piloted through the tropicalgrowths by a colored guide, they came
upon a rare specimen of the saracenla
HrumTha Mn f\t tho nlont woo ttrklfn

and luminous to enable the night moths to
And it and get from Its pods the liquor It
distilled. The Insect is said to become
drunk as a result of taking draughts of
the liquor, the intoxication always and
ever ending in the death of the victim.
The white and luminous top of the plant

and its attractive environments, with the
ever-ready intoxicating fluid, suggested the
name of "all-night saloon" plant to Mr.
Cummlngs, and he at once christened It
and bestowed upon it that cognomen. The
specimens at the botanic gardens are daily
Inspected by many curious visitors.

All Night Saloon Plant.
Near the "all-night saloon plant" is anotherwhich encourages Inebriety among

members of the Insect family and ia responsible,it Is said, for many fatal "Jagtf'
In Bigl&nd. It is known popularly as the
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"lager beer saloon plant." Its botanical
name Is sarricinea. This plant brews a
sort of effervescervt liquor in Its pods and
then opens up for its customers, who walk
into the little apartments and drink of the
liquor to their heart's content. Unlike the
liquid of the "all-night saloon plant," that
of the "lager beer saloon" does not prove
fatal by reason of any poisonous substancesin its composition. On the contrary,it produces a sort of exhilaration.
The plant Is clothed with fine hair and
the insects after drinking- of the liquor becomehalf Intoxicated and half tanglefootedby getting their legs In the hair
gTowtlr. and while In that condition they
tumble Into the accumulated liquid and
are drowned. It Is said that both plants
thrive upon the substance that is obtained
from the bodies of their intemperate victims.A recent visitor to the gardens suggestedthat both the "all-night saloon"
and the "lager beer salon" plants would
furnish fine lessons and themes for temperancespeakers:
There is said to be a large variety of

+V10 nlonta i nV> < /-. V>viio t/iuui..7 in wiic li vvuiniics niuvii

brew or distill intoxioating liquors and
then when their customers become helplessfrom intoxication imprison them and
Anally feast upon them. Some of these
are known as the pitcher plants because
of their semi-blooms, which resemble the
pitchers used by mankind.

Freak of Botanical World.
Another freak of the botanical world,

specimens of which are on exhibition fn
the government gardens is known as the
"mother-in-law plant," and visitors have
dPPlflrpfl that it Iq r»lruaolv rolatod trv the

venerable mother-in-law joke. This growth
was discovered in South America by Humboldt.the great Prussian traveler. It is
said he discovered the peculiar properties
of the bush by biting into its large stalk,
the result being that he was deprived of
his power of speech for about one week.
The sap of the plant caused the tender

nerve-, of the tongue to become swollen
and produced temporary loss of speech.
The botanical name of this plant is deffenbachia.!

It is related that the wife of a former
cnvornmont nffioi-al urV^ilo Ka-

tanic gardens several years ago bit into a
piece of the trunk of a "mother-in-law
plant" as an experiment and became mute
for about seven days.
Supt. Smith of the botanic gardens,

while on a visit to a neighboring city, entereda business place where an auctioneer
was endeavoring to dispose of a lot of
plants using their botanical name of deffenbachia.
"Why, Mon," the government botanist in

the broadest of Scotch accents said, "those
are 'mother-in-law plants.' Why don't you
sell them as such?"

Auctioneer Took Hint.
The auctioneer took the hint and. de-

scribing the peculiarity of the growth, sold
many of them. The matter got into the
local newspapers and the following day
the auction room was thronged with curiouspeople. The plants had been selling
slowly at 25 cents each. After the publicationof the description the auctioneer
quickly sold his entire stock of two hundredat 75 cents apiece. Mr. Smith then
Informed him that while he might be a
splendid florist he was a mighty poor
showman and needed to give heed to some
of the late P. T. Barnum's axioms, especiallythe one that urged the plentiful uso
of printer's Ink.
"As delfenbachia the plant sold for 25

cents," Mr. smun aaaea. "As "the motherin-lawplant* it brought three times that
amount."
Veltch's pandanls Is another Interesting

growth. It was Introduced and distributed
in this country by Mr. Smith, superintendentof the botanic gardens. It was first
used In Washington as an Interior decoratioiLby the wife of a senator at one of
her Tiinners. That was the first of the
picturesque plants that was experimentedwith as a household plant. From that one,the first brought into the United States,has grown a numerous progeny of 5,000that are decorating, the homes of peopleof refinement In many states^ Mr. Smith
explained.

Fig a Bare Exhibit.
The majestic fig Is a rare mrhlMt nt »!«

gardens. It Is said to be well adapted for
the decoration of hallways and hotels. Its
polished, hard, fiddle-shaped leaves, Its robustgrowth and Its capacity to endure the
vicissitudes of climate peculiarly fit it for
such uses. It has even been tested on a
long sea voyage, Mr. Smith said. He declaredit is destmed to become a tree of :universal use for decorative purposes.
There are several varieties of the sensitiveplant on whlbltlon at the botanic garden.The leaves and branches curl upwith human-like instinct when they are

" " '
wuvuvu. >iu 0W-V04IVU ncaiuw pia.ru. 18believed to belong to the same family.Among the other freak or queer bo-__tanics are a species known as the "tele-

"

graph plants." They have long, gaunt
arms. It Is said, which are waved hither
and thither during the continuance of extremelyhot weather. Hie telegraph plantis regarded with superstitious awe, it is
said, by some of the natives in the countriesin which It abounds. The waving of
the long arms in the moonlight Is said to
nWiitiMA o va)r<l an<4 trhrtotHlr/v mi
^ vuuvv » OUCVV, AUVtfO

uncanny growths are sometimes termed j
"signal plants." because the movements of
their boughs resemble those of the arms
of the semaphores, which were used for I
signaling messages before the invention of <
the electric telegraph. i
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POSTS FOR BRIGADES
SECRETARY TAFT'S OBSERVATIONSON HIS RECENT TRIP.

Some Forts With Sufficient Land.
At Others Purchases Will

Be Necessary.

Secretary Taft was cordially welcomed
back to this city from his western trip, andheld a regular levee in his office at the War
Department yesterday afternoon, duringwhich he talked freely of conditions at the
various militafv * '-

j xnc i '"tii uusiness oi
his trip began after the election, when he
began an inspection of some of the large
army posts in the western country with
special reference to ascertaining their fit- "

ness for brigade posts. He found Fort D. A.Russell, Wyoming, amply provided with all
the land necessary for the accommodation
of a full brigade, and with ample room for
exercises and maneuvers. There are 6,000
acres of land at the post, and another reservationof 32,000 acres distant thirty miles,where maneuvers were held this fall.
Cutting across the countrv. th» na-rtv

. . "Jstruck the railroad 100 miies to the northand came to Fort Robinson, Neb. That posthas 10.000 acres, with another reservationof 12,000 acres distant twelve miles. SecretaryTaft concluded that it would be necessaryto purchase the intervening groundto make that a brigade post.
Only a Regimental Post.

Fort Sheridan, near Chicago, 111., wasnext Inspected', annd Incidentally the Secre-
j .vujicu into a complaint that the targetrange there was an injury to adjoining privateproperty. The Secretary concluded thatFort Sheridan could not properly be madea brigade post owing to the limited size ofthe reservation, the high price of the adjoiningland that would have to be acquired,and other considerations. There Isno intention, however, of abandoning thepost, which will be maintained oij a regimentalbasis.

At Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, the Secretarysaw 2,200 men under arms. The reservationof 6,000 acres is too small for abrigade post, but Secretary Taft believes ityill be possible to purchase some additionalprnnn/1 «* -
. .ri a reasonaDle price, making thepost large enough for a brigade, while thetroops could have their maneuvers at FortRiley, not very far distant.The Secretary was particularly pleasedwith Fort Riley with its 20,000 acres at thepost and a fine plant already accommodatinga regiment of field artillery, a regimentof cavalry and a battalion of engineersso that the place is already on a brigadebasis. Congress having allotted moneyto build headquarters for an "engineer regiment.

Large Tract at Fort Sill.
At Fort Sill, Oklahoma, the Secretaryfound the largest army reservation save i

one, namely. Fort Assinniboine, Mont. FortSill haa 80,000 acres at the post and the '
troops have the use of the -. 1,»vv ubtCO tUJll"
prised In the adjoining Wichita mountainforest reserve. There are accommodationsfor only a squadron at the post now, but It
will be enlarged In view of the splendidlocation, the good water and other advantages.At this post are the 238 GeronimoApaches, technically prisoners of war. Amajority of the older Indians are anxious toreturn to their old tiomes in Arizona andNew Mexico, but the younger men are willingto remain where they are. SecretaryTaft listened to their representations, buthas so far reached no conclusion as togranting their desires. They are, he found,the most prosperous Indians In the country,owning 5,000 head of the finest cattle in therut " -
nvoh Wivi iai Uiliig OUiaU lUUlV ICLUiL? tracts
which they are required to work under the
direction of an army lieutenant.
Fort Sam Houston, Texas, was the last

post inspected, and with that Secretary Taft
was also greatly pleased. Money has been
allotted for the purchase of additional land,and there is already a full- infantry postthere and a cavalry regiment so that it is
well along toward a brigade post. The Leon
Springs tract, distant eleven miles from the
nnat Innln/lAa 17 Oftft *
r , A.,wv avt C0 ataiMWJV iur
maneuvers
Secretary Taft has concluded that It would

not be necessary nor expedient to make aH
the changes Indicated at the various postsImmediately, believing: that they must be
worked out gradually, according to the
needs oi the service.

Naval Academy, 40; North Carolina, 0
BALTIMORE, ,Md., November 18..The

root ball team of the Naval Academy to-
day defeated that of the University of
North Carolina, the score being 40 to 0.
labi year me navai Academy won by 88,
to 0. The midshipmen played straight
foot ball, using the new open plays freely,andcompletely outclassed the visitors
throughout The playing of Dague, themidshipmen's right end, was a feature of
the game. Among those who witnessed the ,contest was Head Coach Graves of the 1
(V est Point training squad.
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FOR REMAINING SPACE

JOBBERS AND SHIPPERS' SOLICITINGSUBSCRIPTIONS.

Option Extended by Jamestown ExpositionManagement.Firth-SterlingPlant to Employ 1,000 Men.

The members of the Jamestown expositioncommittee of the Jobbers and Shippers'Association, at a meeting yesterday,gave consideration to the matter of
securing subscribers for the remaining
space in sections 17 and 19 in the exhibitionbuilding. A report was made stating
that the option on those sections had been"
extended two weeks, nnfl thp iior-ioinn =

reached to try and sell all the exhibition
spaces before that time expires. The
opinion was expressed that now that the
restrictions had been removed as to the
exhibition of food products in the space
that has been set aside for the District,
there will be less trouble experienced In
selling the remaining space.
The members of the committee commentedfavorably on the attitude of the

several citizens' associations In supplementingthe efforts of the Jobbers and
Shippers' Association for a greater commercialWashington. It was said that the
membership of the commercial body has
passed the 200 mark.

Will Employ 1,000 Men.
Viewed from the river, the new steelmakingplant of the Firth^Stiriing Com-'

pany, which Is ibeing established on the
Potomac a short distance below this city,
shows up like a big city, and it is understoodthat operations will be begun there
shortly arter the first of the year 1907.
One of the buildings.the biggest on the
ground.is of steel sheets on a metal
frame. It Is all windows and will be
jised, It Is said, as one of the mills in
which the steel shell will be cast. The
numerous windows are for the purposeof carrying oft the intense heat from the
molten metal.
Another large brick building has been

completed, and this, it is said, is to be the
machine shop where the finishing work
on the shells will be done. An office build-
ing of brick, on a steel frame, is nearly
completed, and two or three other steel
frame buildings are going up. These
buildines will nave brick walls. The con-
struction of the buildings at the plant Is
of the most substantial character, and
there are no makeshifts in any of them.
One of the first objects about the grounds

of the new plant to attract attention is a
big circular steel water tower which rears
its head a hundred or more feet up in the
air high above ail the other buildings. The
tower will give water pressure for the
plant, and is fed, it is said, by a deep well
of flowing water. A large force of men
is employed in grading the grounds and
putting them in shape for the beginning of
operations. The material for the construc-
tion of the plant was brought to the ground
by rail, a spur from the Shepherd's track
of the Baltimore and Ohio having been run
into the grounds several months ago when
the work on the buildings was first started.

Extent of the Plant.
It is said that when the plant is in full

operation it will give employment to about
1,000 men. When work is first started
about 400 will be enrolled. The bulk of
these, particularly the skilled Ironworkers,
will be brought here from the north. As
these workmen will make their homes In
this city or Alexandria, arrangements have
been made by the managers of the plant to '

have the ferry steamers make stops there
several times during the day to take the
workmen to and from their work.
The ney plant Is by far the largest prl- '

vate enterprise in this section of the coun-
trv. The navv vard emnlovps manv mr»r«

men, but with that exception the new FirthSterlingplant will give employment to
the largest force ever employed in a manufacturingplant in this vicinity, and it
marks "Tfte beginning of Greater Washingtonas a manufacturing city.
The coming of the plant to this city was

by chance,' it is stated, for it was first Intendedto establish it at Alexandria. Accordingto the story when the projectors of
the big works, which would have meant
much for the Virginia city, went there and
endeavored to secure a suitable location
for a plant, the real estate dealers held
the land at such fancy* figures that the
idea of locating on the Virginia side of
the Potomac was abandoned, and., the site
now occupied by the plant was chosen.

9 *

HOUSING CONDITIONS. ]
Meeting of Committee on ImprovementHeld Friday Afternoon.
4 meeting of the committee on the improvementof housing conditions was held

£
In the committee's office, room 705 Ouray ^
building, Friday afternoon, November 16.

g
There were present Dr. George M. Kober, g
acting chairman; Gen. George M. Stern- (
>erg, Mr. Charles E. Foster, Mr. J. B. T. d
rupper, Mr. George 8. Wilson, Mr. George tl

f
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A. King, Mr. Alan O. Clephane. Mr.
Charles F. Weller and Mr. Wallace Hatch.
The principal subject discussed by the

committee at this time had reference to
the need of additional building* for the
poorer people. It is felt that the presentrlMTfh of aanUorv *u ~ ' *~» M....VCH/ III/IIICO 1UI IIIC ITOBl I c- Isourceful class of wage earners should be
obviated by additional building^ and that
more attention should be given to the needs
of people who are occupying not only undesirablehouses, but houses which not
Infrequently menace their health and
safety. A practical means of meeting this
situation is to be carefully discussed at a
meeting of the new subcommittee on commercialbuilding.
The committed' discussed for some timethe development of the work for the conversionof Inhabited alleys Into minor

streets.
The report was made that the specialcommission now revising building laws Is

actively at work and expect within a short
iv iuatvo icconjinenuauons WHICH

safeguard the health ami lives of those Who -4
are obliged to occupy the least expensive ' '

jdwellings of the city.

Men's Club Election.
At the annual meeting last Wednesday

evening of the Men's Club of St. Paul's
Evangelical Lutheran Church, corner 11th
and H street northwest, Chas. L. Kreh was
re-elected president for the ensuing year;
Mr. Chas. Wendel, vlc6 president; Mr. W. F.
Welgel secretary; Mr- Francis Yargar, assistantsecretery, and" Mr. Eugene F. Curtis,treasurer. The present membership ofthe club numbers nearly sixty. The organizationhas arranged to' give during the com-
lng winter a series of special entertainmentsIn the way of lectures and addresses on subjectsof Interest by speakers of prominence.

Ripon Northwestern Champions. .RIPON, Wis., November 17..The Rli>onCollege foot ball team today won the col- /lege championship of Wisconsin, Iowa, Illinoisand Minnesota by defeating LawrenceUniversity, 18 to 6. Wilbert Smith,
quarterback, drop-kicked three field goala
and made a touchdown on a fake kick. One
kick was from the flfty-three-yard line.
Beyer of Lawrence scored Lawrence's
auuiui} luui'iiuuwn. i,awrence lias defeatedHamline, the Minnesota and Iowa
college champions, and both l^awrence and
Ripon defeated Beloit College, which took
the measure of all the Illinois college
teams. The score made by Lawrence was
the only one made against Ripon this season.

Trinity, 0; Haverford, 0. . 1
HARTFORD, Conn., November 17..

Haverford and Trinity played a no-score
game of foot ball here today, which was
featured by long end runs by Pond of
Trinity and Jones of Haverford. The
gaiDP WfliB nn nnnn nno
» . wfv" "»"-i Fu'"-i»6 "I'" ' 11,4

running predominating. Trinity twice had
the bail inside of Haverford's five-yard
line, but could not push it over, the visitorsputting up a fine defense. Haverford,on the other hand, never threatened
Trinity's goal. C. Brown of Haverford did
Bome of the finest punting ever sevn on
Trinity's field.

New England Beagle Club.
WORCESTER, Mass., November 17..New

England Beagle Club's thirteenth annual
trials ended today In Grafton Country
Glub covers with the running of the ailflaystake. There were eleven starters.
Conditions were wretched. A snow carpet
of three inches Was covered with a hard
crust which did not soften until noon and
begun to harden early In the afternoon.
Several rabbits were started by the pa<-k,
but quickly sought a burrow. The number
if Judges was. increased to five for today's
race. The aw-ards were:
First, Tyrant, owned by John Caswell of

Prides Crossing, Mass.; second, Admiral;third, Leo, Reserve and Billy, all owned
ay G. Rockefeller of New York.

Kansas, 8; Nebraska, 6.
LINCOLN, Neb., November lT.-Kansas J

University today defeated the University of ^
Nebraska, by reason of two field goals kicksdby Wallace. The final score was Kansas ^
i, Nebraska 6. Craig scored a touchdown
tor Nebraska and Chaloupka kicked goal.
[Nebraska In the second 'half was three
times within striking distance and should
have scored, but threw the chances away.

Yale's Marksmen Win.
PRINCETON, N. J., November 17..YaJe

iron the Intercollegiate championship gun
shoot here this morning with a score of 200.
Princeton was second with 197, Pennsylvaliathird, 11M. and Harvard fourth with 15a

Wisconsin's Team Undefeated.
MADISON, Wlii, November 17..Wlscon;inUniversity today finished Its foot ball

leason undefeated by defeating Purdue
University 29 to 6. The Purdue score was I
i fluky touchdown after a fumble byI
Iprlnger on a low pass. Spencer picked up
he ball and went fifty yards for a touch.
lown. Springer caught htm as he crossed
be line, but it was too lat*.


